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Conservation management on private 
forests is pivotal to addressing and 
adapting to climate change; PFT’s 
partnerships are inspiring positive 
progress.

2024’s storms, fires, and floods—intensified by climate change—brought 
widespread devastation. We continued the worst emissions trajectory 
projected by scientists, with global temperatures breaking records 
annually. Federal setbacks make action feel daunting—but there is 
significant progress at state and private levels to celebrate and expand.

PFT’s work with private landowners in Oregon and California drove 
lasting conservation, demonstrating enormous opportunity. We 
advanced a major shift in fire management that prioritizes landscape 
resilience and community safety. Our landmark prescribed burn of 740 
acres of private commercial forest near McCloud, CA was embraced 
by local landowners and communities. We led two major bills making 
prescribed fire easier to implement by landowners and agencies.

A groundbreaking new approach to managing and conserving working 
and natural lands for climate benefits was adopted by California 
based on a process PFT led. In Oregon, we began welcoming a new 
generation of forest stewards—high school juniors and seniors—to our 
Mount Ashland Demonstration Forest, engaging them to be the face 
and force for climate adaptive management. They are jazzed and ready 
for more; their future is at stake!

Ignoring climate change won’t make it disappear. By partnering with 
landowners, managers, and communities, PFT is forging a resilient 
forest future—thanks to your support.

With gratitude,

 
Laurie A. Wayburn

FROM THE PRESIDENT

ABOVE: Progress is 
underway—our work 

with landowners 
in California and 

Oregon drives 
lasting conservation 

and restoration.

RIGHT: Governor 
Newsom and PFT’s 

Laurie Wayburn 
celebrate historic 

climate targets on 
Earth Day 2024. 
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FOREST
PFT’s conservation of the Trinity 
Headwaters Forest protects 11,000 acres 
of vital watershed and wildlife habitat.

Forests sustain life—providing clean water, critical 
wildlife habitats, and a stable climate.

Pacific Forest Trust has conserved 360,000 acres, stewards 38 
conservation easements, and manages 13,000 acres to ensure 
these lands thrive for generations.

In 2024, PFT reached a historic milestone conserving the 
Trinity Headwaters Forest. This 11,000-acre property 
safeguards nearly 10% of the Upper Trinity River watershed, 
a vital water source for California, while connecting large 
portions of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Located in one 
of the state’s most biodiverse regions, it protects habitat for at 
least 250 species, including the Pacific fisher, Sierra Nevada 
red fox, and other threatened or endangered species, and 
strengthens climate resilience. We were delighted to transfer 
ownership to the Watershed Research and Training Center 
under a conservation easement that ensures its restoration 
and sustainable management.

360,000+ PFT has conserved over 360,000 acres of private 
forestland in the western United States.

Funded by a $15.5 million collaboration of state and 
federal agencies—including an unprecedented Community 
Development grant from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development—Trinity Headwaters exemplifies 
the power of partnerships in conserving ecosystems vital for 
biodiversity and climate adaptation. 

With another 16,000 acres of conservation in progress 
across Oregon and California, PFT is working with dedicated 
landowners to conserve working forests, farms, and ranches, 
preserving their legacy.

Through strategic conservation, PFT ensures forests remain 
productive, support biodiversity, and sustain essential natural 
services, like watersheds, that benefit us all.
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Low to moderate fire intensities are essential for resilient forests, but 
decades of fire suppression and forest degradation have left forests 
vulnerable to catastrophic wildfires. PFT is reversing this by combining 
stewardship with innovative policies to make “good fire” a reality across 
the landscape. 

In 2024, PFT conducted the largest prescribed burn on commercial 
forestland in two decades at the McCloud Soda Springs Working 
Forest. This burn strengthened forest health, reduced wildfire risk, and 
restored natural fire regimes. We created an accompanying video series, 
Giving Good Fire Back to the Forests, which documented the process to 
educate forest landowners, managers, and communities. The burn also 
earned national attention, including a CBS Evening News feature, that 
illustrated PFT’s work as a model for managing fire while sustaining 
working forests and safe communities. 

In policy, PFT sponsored two landmark California bills—SB1101 and 
AB2276—that make it easier for both landowners and agencies to 
accelerate fuels and fire management. These laws remove barriers to 
proactive fire management and wildfire mitigation. PFT’s work with 

“pro-fire” coalitions fosters healthier, more resilient landscapes.

By integrating on-the-ground action with policy innovation, PFT sets the 
standard for advancing good fire. Every burn, partnership, and policy 
victory supports fire-resilient landscapes and thriving communities.

FIRE

Over 7,000 viewers watched CBS Evening 
News showcased PFT’s transformative 
prescribed burns, complementing our Giving 
Fire Back to the Forests video series and 
educating millions nationwide on the power 
of proactive forest stewardship.

PFT leads efforts in restoring forests, 
reducing wildfire risks, and shaping 
policies for safer, healthier landscapes.

7M+
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Even as 2024 was a year of climate crises, PFT drove groundbreaking climate 
action through policy and practice. In California, Governor Gavin Newsom 
adopted core recommendations from the state’s AB 1757 Expert Advisory 
Committee, charged with developing land management targets to achieve 
climate goals, chaired by PFT President Laurie Wayburn. This is a pioneering 
achievement. California is the first state or nation to adopt comprehensive 
climate actions for natural and working lands. These targets, covering all 
land types and uses, will vastly increase forest conservation management 
to restore safer fire regimes, enhance sequestration, conserve biodiversity, 
improve water security, and support rural jobs.

We also played an instrumental role in passing Proposition 4, the $10 billion 
California Climate Bond. Shaped with PFT’s expertise, this investment directs 
funds to restoring safer landscapes, conserving biodiversity, and ramping up 
conservation for climate action. PFT also worked with partners nationwide 
championing the Forest Legacy Management Flexibility Act (H.R.9602, 
Garamendi), improving public-private conservation partnerships.

In forest management, we “walked the talk,” putting prescribed fire on the 
ground. Our annual harvests restored more fire-adapted stand spacing, 
structure, and species diversity. Spanning work in Douglas fir plantations 
to mixed conifer, Ponderosa Pine, and Redwood forests, our management 
strengthened resilience to pests, disease, and extreme weather.

CLIMATE
PFT harnesses the power of nature to 
combat climate change. 

595,000
California’s new climate 

targets include 595,000 acres of 
working forest conservation and 

restoration a year.

PFT advanced bold climate action, shaping historic 
policies and restoring working lands for resilience.
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INDIVIDUALS

$100,000+
Forrest Berkley &  
Marcie Tyre Berkley

Jan & Cynthia van Eck

$50,000–$99,000
Ken Fisher Robert & Suzi Given Kathy & Sanjeev Malaney Laney & Pasha Thornton

$25,000–$49,999
Anonymous Michael Harney and Elsye Harney Robert & Dorene Schiro Susannah Schroll

$10,000–$24,999
Roberta A. Allen
Joanne Barker
Kathleen Bennett &  
Thomas Malloy
Dr. Caryn Bern

R. Stuart Bewley & Donna Motluk
Cherida & Glenn Collins-Smith
Dan Dorosin & Fern Mandelbaum
Benjamin Hammett
Peter & Pamela Hayes

Sarosh Kumana
Frederick Moon
Judson Parsons
JaMel & Tom Perkins
Chris & Amanda Smith

Greg & Laura Spivy
Andrea Tuttle
Sigrid van Eck

$2,500–$9,999
Ann Bartuska
Lorraine Bazan
Reverend Sally Bingham
Allan Brown
Kevin Deierling & Linda Jackson
Dan & Lindy Fay

Jeff & Sheri Frankston
Michelle & Brett Galloway
Terry Gamble Boyer
Alexandra Hart
Blair & Susan Hart
Scott & Timmie Haskins

Seema Jethani
Kathleen McClain
Lorraine Miller-Wolf
Andy & Sara Nordhoff
George Peyton, Jr.
Tania Stepanian

David Walters
Laurie A. Wayburn
Emma Wohlgemuth
Erik Wohlgemuth & Arah Erickson
Harriet Wohlgemuth

$1,000–$2,499
Gordon Anthon & Holly Doremus
Robert Barrett & Linda Atkinson
Constance Best
Chapin Boyer
Kenneth Burton
Alison Carlson
Wesley Chesbro
Norman Christensen
Terry & Barbara Collins
Kevin Connelly
Bill Curtiss & Judy Anderson
Mark & Barbara Daugherty
Sandy & Cathy Dean

Lisa & Robert Ericksen
Zachary & Robin Everett
Anthony J. Fouracre &  
Martha E. Okie
Jerry Franklin
Janie & Donny Friend
John Fullerton
Alison Geballe
Richard & Laurie Goldsmith
Shelly Guyer & Tom Huntington
Michael & Melissa Haglund
David & Amy Hartwell
Paul & Colleen Henson

Tim Hipp
Hilarita Hogan
Chip Houghton
Judy Israel
Finn Jenssen
Margaret Keon
Mark & Shawn Klender
Jonathon Knight
Cathy & Dick Lampman 
Timothy Lane
Stephen Levesque
Perry & Patricia Lloyd
C.J. & Carol Ralph

Michael & Sheila Reilly
Richard & Laurie Goldsmith
James Rinehart
Jean Schulz
Stratford Sherman
Michael Stephenson
Gerald Stratford
Robyn Thorson
Alicia Torre & Jonathan Nimer
Denise Trease
Nadine Weil
Monte & Liz Zweben

$500–$999
Judith Adler
Ralph & Marge Alig
Anonymous
Stephen & Terry Beck
Genevieve Biggs

Paul Cashman
William Chambers
Nico Cortese
Joseph DeFelice
Matt & Jenn Dias

Paul & Anne Ehrlich
Melissa Eisenberg
Dr. James P. Finerty
Alessandro Fusco
Lorraine Gallard

John & Janice Gerona
John K. Graham, Esq.
Kenneth Gregg &  
Monet Monaghan
Susan Halpin

We rely on the generous support of individuals, foundations, and corporations to safeguard 
healthy water supplies, provide safe habitat for wildlife, supply wood and jobs for local 
communities, and remove CO2 from the atmosphere for the benefit of all. 

To learn more and support our work, contact Kevin Connelly at  
kconnelly@pacificforest.org or call 415.561.0700 x32. 

DONOR 
REPORT

(continued)
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Gregory Hicks
Robert Hrubes
Marilyn Kutzscher
Allen & Kathy Lauer
Elliot Mainzer
Janet McLennan
Andrew Mercy

Peter Mertz
Alex Michailidis
Charles & Anne Moscony
Megan & John Murphy
Mark Newberger
John & Lucy Nickerson

Edward O’Brien &  
Patricia Hickey O’Brien
David Patte
Linda Sanford
Elizabeth & John Schroedel
Walter & Jeanne Sedgwick
Russell Shay & Debbie Sease

Bruce &  
Karen Smith
Rick Sohn
Erica Tergeson
Nancy Tompkins
Mariquita West, M.D.
The Honorable Robert Wieckowski

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Adobe Employee Community Fund
ARIA Foundation, Inc.
Bewley Motluk Charitable 
Foundation
The Chicago Community 
Foundation
The Nathaniel D. Chu Fund to 
Protect Wild Places
Fisher Global Foundation
The Fullerton Family Foundation, 
Inc.
Foundation For A Sustainable 
Future
The Brett and Michelle Galloway 
Foundation

Sam and Rena Given Foundation
Ned and Sis Hayes Family Fund
Humboldt Area Foundation
George Frederick Jewett 
Foundation
Donny and Janie Friend Family 
Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish 
Community Federation & 
Endowment Fund
The Kimball Foundation
The Cathy and Dick Lampman 
Foundation
Maine Community Foundation
Malaney Family Foundation

Elizabeth G. Maughan Charitable 
Foundation
McNabb Foundation
The Sue and Eugene Mercy, Jr. 
Foundation
Gordon and Betty Moore 
Foundation
M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust
Olive Bridge Fund of the Oregon 
Community Foundation
Open Door Foundation
Orange County Community 
Foundation
Oregon Community Foundation

The PG&E Corporation Foundation
Resources Legacy Fund
The San Francisco Foundation
Silicon Valley Community 
Foundation
Flora L. Thornton Foundation
Tides Foundation
Tomberg Family Foundation
Weeden Foundation
The Esther and Morton 
Wohlgemuth Foundation, Inc.
Gwladys and John Zurlo Charitable 
Foundation

GOVERNMENT GRANTS
California Department of Forestry 
& Fire Protection

California State Coastal 
Conservancy
California Wildlife Conservation 
Board

USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)

United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development
Sierra Nevada Conservancy

BUSINESS SUPPORT
Adobe
American AgCredit
Anew Climate
Baldwin, Blomstrom,  
Wilkinson & Associates
Bordeaux Wealth Advisors
Calforests

Campbell Global, LLC
Campstool Limited Partnership
The Collins Companies
Conservation Partners
Dallas Jewish Community 
Foundation
Eucalyptus Associates, Inc. 

Google
Green Diamond Resource Company
Harney & Sons Tea Company
Hart Ranch
Hearst Forests
Imaginary Forces
Insperity

LinkedIN
Mast Reforestation
New Forests
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
Red River Forests, LLC
Soluri Meserve, A Law Corporation
VanEck

*1% for the Planet  Donors listed contributed $500 and above 

(continued)

SOURCES OF FUNDS USES OF FUNDS 

Fees for Service   
32% 

Investment and  
Other Income  11%

Individual and Business  
Donations  15%

Foundation Grants   
12% 

General &  
Administration  17%

Fundraising  7%

Programs  76%Government Grants*  29%

 * Exclusive of $15,514,454 for conservation acquisitions
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www.pacificforest.org

The Presidio 
1001-A O’Reilly Avenue  
San Francisco, CA 94129
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2024)

Ann M. Bartuska, Ph.D., Chair 

Seema Jethani, Vice-Chair 

Erik Wohlgemuth, Secretary 

Stuart Bewley, Treasurer 

Constance Best, Co-founder 

The Reverend Canon  
Sally Grover Bingham 

Dan Dorosin, J.D.

Jerry F. Franklin, Ph.D. 

Pacific Forest Trust’s mission is to sustain America’s forests 
for all their public benefits of wood, water, wildlife, and 
people’s well being, in cooperation with private landowners 
and communities.

© 2025 Pacific Forest Trust. All rights reserved.

Reproduction permitted with attribution. Photos are property 
of the orginal photographers.

Printed with soy-based ink on paper that is FSC-certified,  
10% Recycled PCW, Green-e energy certified and Ancient 
Forest Friendly.

Paul Henson, Ph.D. 

Amanda Lally 

Andy Nordhoff

Chris Smith 

Andrea Tuttle, Ph.D.

Sunny Virdi

Laurie A. Wayburn,  
Co-founder & President 

Sustaining communities, bridging across 
silos to build communities of interest, and 
supporting the future of well managed forest 
communities is at the heart of PFT’s work.
We need a powerful new generation of stewards to restore and sustain vibrant 
forests and forest communities. PFT’s Mount Ashland Demonstration Forest 
is a dynamic outdoor classroom where we engage these future stewards. 2024 
marked a burgeoning collaboration with local schools, welcoming students to take 
part in hands-on learning about forest restoration management. Complementing 
classroom studies, our foci include wildlife studies, tree identification and aging, 
and forest health. A key focus is the importance of restoring beneficial fire regimes 
to improve forest resilience. With 2021’s Almeda Fire, most of these students 
have experienced catastrophic fire first-hand. So, learning how to manage fire 
for beneficial outcomes is key. As one student shared, “This was such a great 
experience; I learned that fire can be a good thing.” 

Nationally, PFT solidified its position as a leader in forest conservation and climate 
solutions. Our president, Laurie Wayburn, presented PFT’s innovative work at 
TEDxBoston, Yale’s Forest Forum, and the Techonomy Climate conference in 
NYC, among other events. PFT’s expertise was also featured on major podcasts, 
including Path to Zero and Forces for Nature, further broadening our reach. 

Empowering youth through hands-on  
learning at PFT’s Mount Ashland 
Demonstration Forest. 


