
2016  A N N UA L  R E P O RT

2016 was a year with both major results 

and significant new opportunities.  We 

successfully advanced new state policy 

recognizing the essential role of 

source watersheds in water 

infrastructure, completed the 

20-square mile Dogwood Butte 

working forest conservation project, 

and developed a new model of 

collaboratively protecting private, 

working forests for their public benefits 

in Oregon. We were driven to continue to 

create new economies that pay for all 

forest values, protecting water sources and 

wildlife habitats, mitigating climate change, 

and complementing timber economies, 

supporting both forests and their communities for 

generations to come. Thank you for your support and 

partnership, which makes these successes possible. 

SINCERELY,  
LAURIE A. WAYBURN

partnerships
in sustaining forests
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WATER

Source water infrastructure plays a crucial, if frequently invisible, role in the everyday 

lives of Californians.  Without healthy source watersheds, water supplies from our 

reservoirs will be increasingly erratic and unreliable.  It’s essential that we protect and 

sustain these watersheds in order to have safe, clean drinking water, a healthy 

agricultural industry, and rich, productive wildlife habitats. PFT worked with 

Assemblymember Richard Bloom and engaged multiple collaborating partners to pass 

AB 2480 in 2016, a new state law to do just that. 

This new policy, which recognizes source watersheds as integral water system infrastructure, is part of PFT’s Healthy 
Watersheds California (HWC) program. HWC is an innovative initiative to finance the comprehensive restoration and 
conservation of source watersheds as water systems infrastructure, with the goal of increasing the resilience of key 
watersheds and enhance water security for 28 million water consumers, 8 million acres of agricultural land, and 
freshwater for San Francisco Bay.

The passage of AB 2480 was a game changing event, setting a new model for how to finance the conservation and 
restoration of source watersheds, mirroring how we finance built infrastructure.  In 2017 we will continue to advance 
this work, developing the analyses and “blueprints” necessary to implement this work at scale.

LEFT: In 2016, we completed the agreement 
to conserve this 1,400 acre McCloud Soda 
Springs property. This water-rich forest 
bounds the town of McCloud and connects 
with other PFT conserved properties, 
helping sustain the forest economy and 
protect key water sources for the McCloud 
River. The McCloud provides the coldest, 
cleanest water for California’s water system. 

renew
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CLIMATE

Combatting climate change through sustaining and stewarding forests is part of PFT’s 

core work. In 2016, we celebrated the extension of California’s commitment to continuing 

reductions of dangerous greenhouse gas emissions until at least 2030 and SB 1386’s 

passage, which recognized forests and other natural and working lands as the “fifth pillar” 

of California’s climate strategy. PFT worked closely with state leaders, policy-makers and 

many stakeholders to ensure that the contributions of forests, and 

other lands, were recognized in this comprehensive way. 

Further, our work was broadly leveraged in the state’s Scoping Plan 
Update, the Vibrant Communities Plan and the Forest Carbon 
Plan, with each containing goals to conserve and manage for 
resilient forests enhancing their climate and adaptation 
benefits. PFT’s work is highlighted in the Forest 
Carbon Plan as a model of forest management which 
restores resilience and creates lasting benefits at 
the landscape scale.  

Another major gain was made in SB 812, 
which specifically requires that state climate 
investments in forests result in enduring 
benefits, promoting the natural forest 
functions that underpin resilience. We also 
worked with stakeholders in Oregon and 
Washington to promote learning from 
these approaches as models for state 
action.  In 2017, we will continue to advance 
forests and other working landscapes as a 
solution to help meet the state’s target for 
CO2 emissions reductions, both through 
offsets and at the landscape level.

grow
RIGHT: Conserving and restoring resilient working forests 
through improved forest management is the largest, safest, 
and most immediate opportunity to reduce excess levels of CO2 
in the atmosphere.
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WILDLIFE

Climate change threatens 

the future for wildlife, forcing many species to 

move and adjust their home ranges as their 

environments are altered.

This makes ensuring safe passage through connecting 
and protecting habitats, as well as restoring existing 
habitats, even more vital to many species’ survival.  In 
2016, PFT’s stewardship on 100,000 acres promoted 
safe habitats for over one hundred special status 
species, such as the pacific fisher, gray wolf and 
spotted owl who thrive in more mature, natural forest 
conditions.  Restoring and improving forest and riparian 
habitats in the van Eck forests in Oregon and California, 
promoting landscape-scale restoration in partnership 

with Collins at Goose Lake, California, and creating a 
new protected corridor for some 26 special status species 

in the Mt. Shasta Headwaters were among our key 2016 
accomplishments benefitting wildlife. 

protect

TOP RIGHT: PFT’s stewardship forestry on the van Eck California forests has resulted in the 
documented return of the imperiled pacific fisher to the property.

LEFT: The benefit of PFT’s approach to helping endangered species such as the spotted owl through 
working forest conservation easements on private lands was recognised by a major federal-state 

grant towards our Mountcrest project in Oregon focused on helping this endangered species recover on 
these lands. connect©
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protect RIGHT: Dogwood Butte partners celebrating in 2016. This project brings PFT 
conservation projects in the McCloud River watershed to over 40,000 acres, linking 
hundreds of thousands of acres of public lands. 

BELOW: The Black Butte project is a collaboration with the Michigan-California 
Timber Company to protect their lands on the slopes of Mt. Shasta. This highly visible 
and exciting project is a model of managing for natural resilience and productivity in 
intensively managed forests, also providing recreational opportunities and restoring habitat.

connect

SHAPING THE LANDSCAPE FOR THE FUTURE

We were honored to be reaccredited by the Land Trust 

Accreditation Commission in 2016, recognizing the high standards of our work.  

PFT’s primary conservation focal area is the Klamath Cascade, the forested region of the Sierra, Cascades and Siskiyou-
Klamath mountains linking northern California and southern Oregon. The most biodiverse, productive conifer forests 
globally and the source of much of the state’s water, this is our “living laboratory” where we seek to demonstrate 
economically competitive, landscape-level sustainable forestry, grounded in conservation. 

2016 saw the successful completion the Dogwood Butte project, a years-long collaboration between PFT and its partners, 
the Hancock Timber Resource Group (HTRG) and the state of California. This protected 20 square miles of highly valuable, 
well-managed timberland and habitat in the McCloud watershed, the source of California’s coldest, cleanest water. HTRG 
chose Dogwood Butte to mark the planting of its billionth tree, another sign of its commitment to sustaining forests and 
its trust in PFT to protect that commitment. 

Substantial progress was also made in four other projects: the 1,400 acre McCloud Soda Springs; the 5,000+-acre Black 
Butte forest (see below) ; the 2,000 acre Mountcrest forest; and the 600 acre Martinetti Ranch. 

The Martinetti Ranch is our sixth project in the Sierra Valley, largest alpine wetland in the US. We are proud to partner 
with the Martinetti family to protect their family’s multi-generation heritage of stewardship and were honored to win a 
$300,000 grant from California’s Strategic Agricultural Lands Conservation program to help conserve these headwaters 
of the Feather River.

We were honored to receive two grants towards protection of the Parsons family’s diverse 
and well-managed 2000 acre Mountcrest forest, just outside Ashland, Oregon: $900,000 

from Oregon’s Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB) and $1,000,000 from Oregon’s 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Service and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

In both, this marked a new approach to conserving working private forests, 
partnering with PFT to develop and hold the easement which protects water and 
imperiled species.

The McCloud Soda Springs project, a collaboration with Schroll Timberlands, 
borders our Dogwood Butte project, extending the protection of these highly 

productive forests in the face of marijuana and sprawling development.

We hope you will join us to complete these landmark projects; your partnership, 
support and investment enables our success!
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$1 MILLION +
Estate of C. Searle Whitney 

FOUNDATION SUPPORT
Bella Vista Foundation

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Elizabeth G. Maughan 
Charitable Foundation 

Flora L. Thornton Foundation 

George F. Jewett Foundation

The Kongsgaard Goldman 
Foundation

Knox Family Foundation

The Kresge Foundation

The Flora Thornton Foundation

Laird Norton Family Foundation 

Harry & Yvonne Lenart 
Charitable Foundation

The Libra Foundation

March Conservation Fund

The Marisla Foundation

Mary A. Crocker Trust

New Belgium Brewing 
Company Foundation

Open Door Foundation

The Prairie Foundation

The San Francisco Foundation, 
Daniel & Meagan Nye Family 
Fund

The San Francisco Foundation, 
Terry Gamble & Peter Boyer 
Fund

The Springcreek Foundation

Vermont Community 
Foundation

U.S. Endowment for Forestry 
and Communities

Weeden Foundation

Weyerhaeuser Family 
Foundation

CORPORATE GIVING
American AgCredit
Baldwin, Blomstrom, 
Wilkinson & Associates, Inc.
Blue Source LLC
Campbell Global
The Collins Companies
Conservation Forestry 
Partners, LLC
Crystal Geyser Water Company
The Forestland Group, LLC

HDA Public Affairs 
Hancock Timber Resource 
Group 
Harney & Sons 
Hart Cattle LLC
Hipcamp
Humboldt Redwood Company
Jefferson Resource Company, 
Inc. 
LFF IV Timber Holding LLC

Mendocino Redwood 
Company, LLC
Michigan-California Timber 
Company 
Okie Red River Forests LLC
Olympic Resource 
Management
Port Blakely, US Forestry
R&A Investment Forestry
Realty Marketing/NorthWest

Red River Forests
Restoration Forestry
Shasta Forests Timberlands 
LLC 
SCS Global Services
Trout Mountain
Van Eck Associates 
Corporation
Van Eck Global
W.M. Beaty & Associates, Inc.

INDIVIDUALS

50,000-99,999
Benjamin C. Hammett

10,000-24,999
Allan & Marilyn Brown
Cherida Collins Smith &  
Glenn Smith

Samuel D. & Skye Dakin
Michael & Paul Harney

Nancy S. Nordhoff
Ivan Samuels
Susannah Schroll

Jan & Cynthia Van Eck

Carmen & Jim Ward

sustain
We rely on the generous support of individuals, foundations, and corporations to safeguard water 
supplies, provide homes for wildlife, supply wood and jobs for local communities, and remove CO2  
from the atmosphere for generations. 

To start the conversation, contact us at give@pacificforest.org or call 415-561-0700 x11.

mailto:give@pacificforest.org
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INDIVIDUALS CONTINUED

5,000-9,999
R. Stuart Bewley &  
Donna Motluk
Truman W. Collins, Jr.

Robert H. & Suzi Given
Nancy Kittle

Martha Kongsgaard &  
Peter Goldman 
Bruce & Karen Smith 

Karie & David Thomson 

Andrea Tuttle, Ph.D.

2,500-4,999
Robert Barrett, J.D. &  
Linda Atkinson

Rhonda Bennon &  
Martin Brown

Blair & Susan Hart
Gilman & Marge Ordway

Walter C. Sedgwick 
Greg & Daphne Tebbe

1,000-2,499
Hezekiah D. Allen
Constance Best
Iain Boltin & Stacey Kaufman
Donald M. Campbell 
Terry & Barbara Collins
Peter J. Davis 

Sandy Dean & Cathy 
Cockrum-Dean
Laura & John Fisher
John Fullerton 
Mrs. Terry Gamble Boyer
John Graham &  
Katharine Munro
 

David Hartwell &  
Elizabeth DeBaut 
George L. Helmholz
Robert & Edie Kirkwood
Margaret D. Lowman, Ph.D.
Stephen C. Morris
Colin & Martha Moseley
Sean & Kathryn O’Day

Jim Rinehart & 
Carol Finkelstein
Alexis G. & Christine D. Sant
Wm. Laney & Pasha Thornton 
Harry & Charlotte Turner
Dean Urban, Ph.D.
Laurie A. Wayburn

500-999
Hugh Brady 
Charles & Paola Casey
Lisa Cashdan & Peter Stein
Dr. James Patrick Finerty
Donna Fletcher
Anthony Fouracre &  
Martha Okie-Fouracre
Dr. Jerry & Phyllis Franklin 

Michael Gallagher &  
Ruth Shapiro
Lorraine Gallard
Alison F. Geballe
Jared Gerstein
John Gordon
Alan & Donna Kinsel
Daniel Martin & Bria Larson 

Hugh Merriam
Daniel & Meagan Nye 
Will & Julie Parish
Perry & Tricia Lloyd
Jeff Romm
Dorene & Robert Schiro 
Russel Shay & Debbie Sease

Beverly Spector & Ken Lipson
Tania W. Stepanian
George Thompson
Alicia Torre & Jonathan Nimer
Rhonda Vitanye
Mariquita West, M.D. 
Anonymous

SOURCES OF FUNDS USES OF FUNDS

Gains/Loss on  
Investments  9%

Charitable  
Donations 

51.5% 

Other Revenue 1.4% 

Fee for Service  7.4% 

Government   
Grants*  1.6%

Foundation Grants  
29.1%

General &  
Administration    
1.6%

Programs   
97%

Fundraising  1.4%

*Exclusive of  pass through government grants towards easement acquitions



1001-A O’Reilly Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94129 

www.pacificforest.org

SEARLE WHITNEY, GIVING TO THE FUTURE

Pacific Forest Trust is enormously grateful to C. Searle Whitney for his 

generous bequest to our organization of over $1 million. Searle 

was inspired by PFT’s impact on the larger forest landscape, 

with benefits for both wildlife and rural communities.  His 

very generous gift enables us to continue our vital 

conservation work. We will also be launching The Whitney 

Fellowship, a new program in his honor, which will carry on 

his commitment to future generations. 

inspire In Memoriam    |    C. Searle Whitney 
November 14, 1944 - March 27, 2015

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Andrea Tuttle, Ph.D., Chair

Dean Urban, Ph.D., Vice Chair

Laurie A. Wayburn, Co-founder, 
Co-CEO & President

Constance Best, Co-founder & 
Co-CEO

Stuart Bewley, Treasurer

Robert Barrett, J.D., Secretary

Linda S. Adams

The Honorable Wesley Chesbro

Jerry Franklin, Ph.D.

Zuretti “Zuey” Goosby

Susan Hart

Margaret D. Lowman, Ph.D.

Steven P. Quarles

Ivan Samuels

Pacific Forest Trust, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, is a think-and-
do-tank of scientists, forest managers, conservationists, 
policy wonks, and outdoor enthusiasts that – working 

with many diverse partners — is building a new model of 
conservation and commerce. Our work over the last 24 

years has had one aim: to sustain working forests for all the benefits 
they provide.

https://www.pacificforest.org

